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Article XIV

Respect for Local Law

The Government of the United States shall adopt and enforce measures consistent
with the Compact, as amended and this Agreement as may be necessary to ensure that
United States personnel, United States contractors and third country contractor personnel
respect the laws of the Republic of the Marshall Islands, refrain from any activity
inconsistent with this Agreement, and refrain from any political activity concerning the
Republic of the Marshall Islands.
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Article XV
Claims

This Article provides the exclusive mechanism for resolution of any claim arising
from the conduct of the Armed Forces of the United States in the Republic of the
Marshall Islands within the scope of this Agreement. This Article includes claims by the
Government of the Republic of the Marshall Islands or by third parties against the Armed
Forces of the United States. For purposes of this Article, the term "Armed Forces of the

" United States” shall include members of the force, members of the civilian component,
and, when acting in the performance of official duty, local-hire employees of the Armed
Forces. Such claims shall be resolved as follows:

1. Claims sounding in contract against the Armed Forces of the United States shall be
resolved in accordance with the disputes clause of the contract, if any, and the laws of the
United States relating to the resolution of such disputes. :

- ——————2-Claims; other-than-claims-sounding-in-contract-to-which-paragraph l_applies, shallbe .
referred to the Government of the United States. For these claims, the Government of the
United States, in accordance with U.S. law regarding foreign claims and public vessels,
will pay just and reasonable compensation in settlement of meritorious claims for
damage, loss, personal injury or death, caused by acts or omissions of the Armed Forces
of the United States, or otherwise incident to non-combat activities of the Armed Forces
of the United States. The Government of the Republic of the Marshall Islands, as
appropriate, will provide the Government of the United States with a report on the
alleged damages under its laws.

3. A claim against the Armed Forces of the United States not resolved to the satisfaction
of the claimant under paragraph 2 above, and which is espoused on behalf of one of its
citizens by the Government of the Republic of the Marshall Islands, shall be referred to
the Joint Committee established pursuant to section 351 of the Compact, as amended.

4. Subject to the provisions of Article XII of this Agreement, and abserit consent of the
Government of the United States, the Armed Forces of the United States shall not be
subject to any proceedings in the courts of the Republic of the Marshall Islands, nor shall
the United States be subject to such proceedings arising from the conduct of the Armed

Forces.

5. The Government of the United States shall facilitate appropriate arrangements
between the government of any third country which has members or units of its armed
- forces in the Republic of the Marshall Islands pursuant to Section 315 of the Compact, as
-amended, and the Government of the Republic of the Marshall Islands with respect to
appropriate settlement of claims arising from the activities of such members or units.

-
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6. Any judgment presented for certification to the United States Court of Appeals for the
Federal Circuit, or its successor court, pursuant to Section 174 of the Compact of Free
Association, as amended, shall be deemed manifestly erroneous as to law if the claim
upon which such judgment s based would have been barred by the statute of limitations
1f such claim had been brought in a court of the United States.

7. Pursuant to Section 174 of the Compact, as amended, al! claims within the scope of
this Article which otherwise would have been within the scope of Section 174 of the
Compact, as amended shall be settled exclusively in accordance with the provisions of

this Article.




[

Article XVI

| Currency




16-1
Article XVI

Currency

The Armed Forces of the United States, United States contractors and United
States personnel may import into, possess and use within, and export from the Republic
of the Marshall Islands, United States currency. Such importation, possession, use and
exportation of United States currency shall be exempt from any form of regulation,
- restriction, or control by the Government of the Republic of the Marshall Islands. Should
the Government of the Republic of the Marshall Islands act pursuant to Section 251 of
the Compact, as amended to institute a currency other than United States currency, the
Government of the United States and the Government of the Republic of the Marshall
Islands shall consult regarding the applicability of foreign exchange laws and regulations
in the jurisdiction of the Government of the Republic of the Marshall Islands.




Article XVII

Medical Services




17-1

Article XVII

Medical Services

To the extent that appropriate services can be made available consistent with
available resources and the laws and regulations of the United States, the Government of
the United States shall provide, at the request of the Government of the Republic of the
Marshall Islands, medical care to citizens of the Republic of the Marshall Islands in
United States military medical facilities or by United States military medical personnel

" on a reimbursable basis under terms and conditions agreed upon between the Government
of the United States and the Government of the Republic of the Marshall Islands.
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Article XVIII

Telecommunications

The Government of the United States may use local telecommunication systems
and shall do so to the extent feasible. The Government of the United States in
determining its uses of such systems shall take into consideration the cost and security of

such systems.

(a) To the extent that the Government of the Republic of the Marshall Islands
establishes complete and fully effective commercial international telecommunications
systems compatibie with existing United States Government installations, and the
Government of the United States determines such use is feasible based on the criteria
above, the Government of the United States and the Government of the Republic of the .
Marshall Islands shall enter into negotiations for a use arrangement which includes
normal billing procedures. Following entering into such a use agreement, the
Government of the United States shall withdraw or modify any authorizations for use of
Defense communications systems for non-official calls by United States personnel.

(b) The Government of the United States shall utilize, to the extent practicable,
local telecommunication systems for non-official purposes. :
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Article XIX

Effective Date, Amendment and Duration

1. This Agreement shall come into effect simultaneously with the Compact, as amended.

2. This Agreement may be amended at any time by mutual consent of the Government of
the Republic of the Marshall Islands and the Government of the United States.

3. The duration of this Agreement as between the Government of the United States and
the Government of the Republic of the Marshall Islands is for the period of effectiveness
of either Title Three of the Compact, as amended, or of the appropriate separate
agreements entered into pursuant to Sectiohs 321 and 323 of the Compact, as amended,
whichever is the longer. Thereafier, this Agreement shall remain in force until
terminated by a Signatory Government, in the following manner:

(a) Termination of this Agreement by any Signatory Government shall be effected
by a written notification to either the Government of the United States or to the
Government of the Republic of the Marshall 1slands, as appropriate.

(b) Termination shall take effect one year after the recipient Government has been
notified. '

4. This Agreement may be accepted, by signature or otherwise, by the Government of
the United States and the Government of the Republic of the Marshall Islands. Each
Government accepting this Agreement shall possess an original English language
version.
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ONE at /%/M W.Z'— , in duplicate, this 5& % day
of %d- " Y, 2003, each text being equally authentic.

FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:

GOVERNMENT OF THE
REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL

ISLANDS:
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STATUS OF FORCES AGREEMENT

Agreed Minutes

Article VI, Service Facilities: The terms "service, educational and recreational facilities"
include schools, commissary stores, retail exchanges and related concessions, credit
unions, banking facilities, radio and television stations, recréational facilities, and social
and athletic clubs. '

Article VII, Military Post Offices: Such military post offices shall be established,
operated and maintained exclusively pursuant to the laws and regulations governing the
Armed Forces of the United States.

Article VIII, Bearing of Arms: It is the intention of the Signatory Governments that local
military commanders and designated representatives of the Government concerned shall
enter into an exchange of letters governing the control of privately owned arms. Such an
exchange of letters may address the following;: '

provision of registration lists, including certificates of transfer or removal of such arms,
to the Government concerned;

-- designation of target practice areas within defense sites;

-- limitations on the carrying of privately owned arms outside defense sites; and

-- other provisions for the control by military authorities of privately owned arms.
Article XV, Claims: The Signatory Governments do not intend that paragraph 7 of
Article XV preclude the operation of Section 174 of the Compact, as amended, provided
that paragraph 6 of Article XV governs the operation of Section 174 (d) of the Compact,

as amended. The import of paragraph 7 of Article XV, read with paragraph 1 of Article
XV, 1s as follows:

-~ All claims within the scope of paragraph 1 of Article XV which arise after the
effective date of this Agreement shall be processed and settled exclusively pursuant to the
Foreign Claims Act, 10 U.S.C. 2734, and any regulations promulgated in implementation
thereof.

-- A claim within the scope of paragraph 1 of Article XV which arises during the
two year period immediately prior to the effective date of this Agreement shall also be
processed and settled pursuant to the Foreign Claims Act, 10 5.S.C. 2734, unless a court
action based on such claim has been initiated prior to the effective date of this Agreement
and the party bringing such court action continues the court action and proceeds in
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Agreed Minutes

accordance with section 174(d) of the Compact, as amended. The party bringing such
court action may, prior to entry of a final judgment by the court in the action, terminate
the action before the court and bring the claim under paragraph 1 of Article XV, in which
instance paragraph 7 of Article XV shall govern.

—- Claims arising more than two years prior to the effective date of this Agreement
may be brought only in accordance with Section 174(d) of the Compact, as amended.

-- A claim processed, settled and paid under paragraph 1 of Article XV may not
. subsequently be brought under Section 174(d) of the Compact, as amended. Similarly, a
claim which has proceeded to judgment in a court action and is subject to certification
under Section 174(d) of the Compact, as amended, may not be processed and settled
under paragraph 1 of Article XV.

Article XV 1s without prejudice to any claim addressed in Section 353 of the Compact, as
amended, whether such claim arises prior to subsequent to the effective date of this

Agrecment.

Articie XVI, Currency: Subject to Article VI, this Article is not intended to authorize the
establishment or operation of a private financial institution in the Republic of the
Marshall Islands except in accordance with local law.




